TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

· What arrangements are in place for couples who have already started marriage preliminaries before 1st July 2021 but where one or both of the parties will no longer be a ‘relevant national’ from 1st July 2021?

For couples marrying following civil preliminaries where both parties have given notice of marriage they will not be required to give notice again.     
Where only one party to the marriage has given notice of marriage, they must both give notice again together, at a designated Register Office in the district where one or both of the parties resides. 

For couples marrying following church preliminaries, they will not be required to give notice at a designated Register Office if any one of the following applies:

· Banns have been read on at least one Sunday before 1st July 2021;
· Both parties have given notice before 1st July 2021 together with evidence that they were ‘relevant nationals’ at that time;
· A Bishop’s Common Licence was granted before 1st July 2021;
· An application for a Bishop’s Common Licence was received but not determined by 1st July 2021 and that application included evidence that the parties were ‘relevant nationals’ at that time;
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Where a couple have already received authority to marry before 1st July 2021 they will be able to marry whilst that authority remains valid.   If that authority expires before the marriage is solemnised the couple will need to give notice again, together, at a designated Register Office in the district where one or both of the parties resides. 
