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The 5 marks of mission

. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
- To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

- To respond to human need by loving service

- To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge
violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation

- To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and
renew the life of the earth



A holistic vision not either or

- The gospel, Good News, is of the Kingdom which encompasses a call
to all 5 marks

- None of the marks can be properly embraced without the others

. A call to follow Christ and become disciples is essential for care and
justice for all of creation

. A call to follow Christ without care and justice for all creation is not a
call to the gospel of Christ which always proclaims the Kingdom

- The 5 Marks are Anglican, but the vision for holistic or integral mission
is shared by the World Evangelical Alliance, the World Council of
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church and many others
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Subduing, multiplying and having dominion?

. Other creatures also told to multiply - so why is humanity told to also subdue
and have dominion? Why is this seemingly linked to being in God’s image?

- Subdue - Kabash, Dominion - Radah

- Radah - used to describe God'’s rule or that of those who act as shepherds
and protectors as opposed to those who are tyrannical or self-seeking. One
could apply Jesus teaching on servant leadership to those who exercise
‘Radah’. Here being in God's image can be seen as be given responsibility to
look after creation on God'’s behalf.

. Kabash - not so simple usually does imply violence but can be used to
subdue an enemy and thus protect others - but if humans made in God's
image are acting as God has done in creation has God been ‘subduing’
creation?
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Intercultural mission

. ‘Do not try to call them back to where they were,

- and do not try to call them to where you are, beautiful as that place may seem to
you.

+ You must have the courage to go with them to a place neither you nor they have
been before!

Vincent Donovan - ‘Christianity re-discovered’
from the preface to the second edition SCM 2001

. Traveling not only with people but with creation, what might that look like?

- How do we listen to and build a relationship both with our local community and
our environment?

+ Mission as the conversion of the Church (Nigel Rooms ‘the faith of the English’
2011)
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Implications for environmentalism

- There is no ‘planet B’

. The future of creation is dependent for good or ill on humanity - there is no human
extinction plan.

- Humans are both fully part of creation ‘of the earth’ yet not the same as the rest of
creation ‘in the divine image’ with a unique role of responsibility within creation on
God'’s behalf and to protect creation from destruction and evil. We are clearly
failing in this calling!

- What are the implications for food production or mineral extraction of all creation
‘enjoying the liberty of the children of God'? Is this about where we are going not
where we are now? Might we have things to learn from indigenous people groups
and attitudes some have to hunting, tree felling etc? do we need to ‘go back to the
diet of Eden’ that is eating only fruit and nuts?

+ In our mission we need to listen to creation and form expressions of faith with
creation in intercultural mission
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Community and environment

» The church as main community centre - perhaps only one

» The school? The shop? The Pub? As possible others

- How to connect these with people and land and spirituality?
» Festivals and events? Environmental action?

. Getting out of the building into the community



Net Zero and Climate Change

- A holistic approach needed that
includes buildings, land, food and % of total carbon emissions by building type
farming - the danger of a ‘climate
crisis only’ approach

. Difficulties of poor access to
utilities.

- Net Zero ignores the carbon
footprint of congregation and
community

+ Eco-Church a more holistic
approach alongside Net Zero
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Strong Faith Voice

. Care for creation is not firstly about technology and policy but
ifestyle and beliet
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nristian community as a prophetic witness and example

nristians in advocacy and action - Green Christian, Christian

imate Action (part of Extinction Rebellion), Arocha (Eco Church

and more), Operation Noah, John Ray Initiative - and others.



Mission is.....

+ Not getting people to Church ...
+ Not taking God to people ......ccoooiiiiiiiiiii,

- Not about getting people into heaven ...............
but getting heaven into people
+ Not about saving people from the world .........................

but allowing God to transform them
as part of a plan to transform the world also

- Not just about what happens to human people..............

But about enabling and sharing this paradise with all the non human people

Your Kingdom comeyourwilllbe done
on earth as it is in heaven



