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. * Holy wells
& The Christian year Ilrt zthe rhythm of the seasons in the northern
e

" Learning from the * secon( /
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—-Re—d|sc0\rer|ng &rworld )s sacred place and time
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* Learning frpm our ancestors . " 9 é\ v

* Encountering God in holy places ~ those made holy an those/recognlsed
as holy before Christianity, and-those were we find God a.fresh” =

. Welsb,uan — the land of the samt not just the church (eg// s) y

hemisphere and the ‘existed before Christianity
* Not just for the coun ry5| e but in the city also
* Reconnecting with wher

,.//

things come from._

ook of God’. -~

* Engaging with the Elements —Earth, Air, Fire and Water —our original ame '“
" future renewable energies and prmC|pIes not, only of nature but human

typol gles \ , \ \\\
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~Re- d|scover|ng c%r world 35 s\crecwlace and t|me

- ¢ Learning ffom others A ) \/ {\ ~ /

* Jewish tradltlons —= Sabbath and jubilee, faith as heId in famHy«*

. Nevw&mntualltles that are often enwronmentally awar y) €
e Christians and non- -Christjans from |nd|genous people groups ,}
* Secular environme tﬁ/ i
('\orl

* Re-presenting the storic pf our Iangscape and cre/atlng new

e mythologles to live by
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Welcome o a siie made for amd by peopio sxploring a joumey In community with the Mycfio
C hrict fowarde personal francsformmation and the resewal of creation.




Forest Church/\l\/lystm Chrlg wsﬁn

* For many/the spiritual journey is most eaélly fo‘lbwed in nature ‘
cllelgle the shore, through the forest, over the mountain-—as well
as in the garden and the park. Markers along theJourney
incld®e moments of captured wonder: the perfect.stinset, ax
sacred place, the soun fa waterfall or the taste of freshly:*

harvested produ ith friends. It feels natural to-give
thanks or say WO‘% somehow find that the experience
includes somethm o"-: the divine. Q



-Forest Church/\ Mystic Chrlg wsﬁn

+ Throughadut the ages people have walkecfl this é\ath wpt‘n the
Mystic Christ and have found a meanlngful expression-ofstheir
spirituality, finding.inspiration and structure throtigh the
rhytPns of the seasons, the characteristics of plan and amspals

and the sacredness of place — along with the wisdom of the™
jpf prayers. Down to earth spirittality

scriptures and the patt
of the everyday h Christ as its compass promptlng action for
peace, justice and 1le gy N = '
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-Forest Church Calenda r\— the “Celtic’ Wheel

 The next festival is the feas

A

The first festival then in our calendar year is at Candlemas

Spring / \ & é\

| n the 1st of February,
which is also around the feast day-of St Brigid. As the snowdrops emerge from the
ground and the presentation of Jesus in the Temple marksthe end of the 40 days

of Chfistmas, we turn from winter to look for the first sighs of spring. Traditignally
this.was when you took down your Christmas tree (only put upon Christmas eve)

and it was burnt and from theffire the candles to light the church were lit. Qur
customs today have bé@ome'very different, but in Forest Church as we revive

older customs, we also redis

ur seasons and their.particular gifts'to us.

of the annunciation or ‘lady.day’. This is on the 25th
20f the Spring Equinox inthe old Roman Calendar

Pwas adopted we use today. Traditionally the 25thiof,
the date of the first Easter andthere was a "

of March which was the dat
before the modern calenda
March was considered to

» discussion in the early church about fixing it on that date rather than it moving

like thzjewish Passover, according to a lunar rather than aysolar cycle\So new life
in the spring is celebrated as the days move from the dark half of the year to the

light. | , | \
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Forest Church Ca lendar}- f\he ‘Celtic” Wheel

« Summer / / \ ) /I N

e May Day, the next festival, marks the first signs of summer and is.also the
feast of Mary and Joseph and a celebration of home and family. Close
before is St George’s day and/lose after that of StJulian of Norw1ch and
often*these three can be a focus of Christian celebration asawell as rev vmg
where possible tradltlonal ) ay Day activities like maypoles and morr

dancing. = y.
\ y_ e o 2 . : ;

* Again, before the cal nd r change, Midsummer was onJune 25th, in the
early church the feast'days.of St Alban and St john thé Baptist were set

» around Midsummer. Both these saints, like thetradﬂwn of many Celtic”

' saints die by being beheaged. Stories surroundm%thelr martyrdoms areg
interwoven with other se€asonal stories marking the constant shift from¢

’ summer to winter as battle between holly and eak that appears also in \
stories like Gawain and the Green Knight. There s alsola traditionyof rose ’
cakes gay Midsummer which is tasty thmg\to revive. \
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-Forest Church Calenda r\— the “Celtic’ Wheel

* Autumn -+ harvest \ & A

* Lammas on the 1st of August marks the start of the harvest s€ason.and-the
first signs of autumn. This may.seem strange as schools in.Britain -have their
’sun%holi'days’, but we forget that the dating of theése is a long wa
from™mtdsummer and was designed to enable the childrento join in ;Ee
Erain harvest. Calendar shifts and changing weather meah that our grain
arvest is not alwaysyat thefstart of August, but this is a good time to’
celebrate bread and beer (gluten freeversions often also necessary!) and
re}flect on the way we need to live well with nature-and see it asa precious
gl t' 'y 7 \“\

P

The Autumn Equinox fallgitraditionally on Septembar 25th and this marks,

the Annunciation of John and close on Michael and.AHl Angels. The year
7 shifts from the light half to the dark, and we seek Michaels gift of God’?{

proteq‘cion in the darker months and |ook to the light in the darkn\ess of

| i \ ‘
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Winter . / / \ / A

All Hallows an the 1st of November and Al Halléws Eve marked both the

end of the harvest with the apple harvest but also a season of
remembrance as people entered the season of winteri These were marked
by a%ﬁ'@games and remembrance of the dead long/before.older custgms
became our commercialised’horror film themed contemporary Halloween.
Reviving old Christiamycustdms is a good way to enter into this season’
without some of the|e' m{\rlw_t’s/thatcan be of.concern in some
contemporary expressions. It’s also nice to drink Some mulled cider round
a fire as the seasons get colder! ; o

5

Christmas at the Winter $olstice marks the end of the year as the lightgms
comes in the darkest day’of the year, traditionally on the 25th of T

e T

' December. Often in Forest Church it has worked better to gather at the \

“

feast df the Epiphany to fit with other family celebrations and alsp the
themes of‘/the revelation of Jesus in that festiv%l are also good to draw on.
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“Thiz book is g lowvely blend of explanation, theory and practical nows™
Jonny Baker
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CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES ON
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