REMEMBRANCE

You will need
•
A PowerPoint presentation or display of pictures of situations of conflict, either off the Internet or from the press, or the names of places where conflict is happening 



•
CD player 



•
CD of quiet instrumental music



•
Peace cards. See the ‘Let there be peace’ template at the back of the book, page 183



•
Candles of different sizes



•
A sand tray and basket of unlit candles



•
A low table

Preparation

Create a focus on the table with the pictures, words and lit candles.




Everyone will need a service sheet.

‘But now I tell you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.’

Matthew 5.44

Welcome
This evening we gather to reflect and remember those who have died in wars. To pray that warring should cease and that a new way of peace and love should be found in all areas of the world. We reflect on Jesus’ simple message of Love. We know in our hearts that this is the way forward to ﬁnding a lasting peace which will enable God’s kingdom to be built here on earth, now. We also know, sadly, that we seem unable or unwilling to embrace this simple message and be kingdom-builders.

Song
Peace, perfect peace, is the gift



(Hymns Old and New: New Anglican Edition)


OR



Let there be love



(Hymns Old and New: New Anglican Edition)
Reading
Matthew 5.43–48

Song
Lord, we come to ask your healing



(Hymns Old and New: New Anglican Edition)


OR



Lead me from death to life (Prayer for Peace)



(Be Still and Know)

Prayers
O God our Father! O God our Mother! How can we, your fragile children, pray to you and listen to your voice when we are overwhelmed by the discord that surrounds us? Hatred is so noisy, so overwhelming, so all-consuming, so destructive. We pray that we will ﬁnd a place of peace in our hearts, a place of harmony, a place of listening and stillness.



Lord in your mercy



Bring us peace.



O God our Father! O God our Mother! Having found this internal place of peace, we pray that we will bring that inner peace to all areas of our lives – into our homes, into our places of work, and into our times of relaxation. We pray we will be bearers of your light, love and peace wherever we go.



That we will continually strive to ask ourselves, ‘Is this God’s way or my way?’



Lord in your mercy



Bring us peace.



O God our Father! O God our Mother! All over the world there are conflicts. There are groups of people who live on hatred and war – those who know they are right and that others are wrong. There are people who ﬁght for their causes and who kill all those who get in their way. We pray that a new way of respect for the other will be found, a way of talking rather than warring and, through that, a way of healing.



Lord in your mercy



Bring us peace.



O God our Father! O God our Mother! We remember tonight those thousands upon thousands who left their homes and families to ﬁght for freedom for themselves and for others, and in so doing were killed or injured – those who recognized evil when they saw it, those who gave their lives so that others might live in peace. We pray that those lives were not given in vain – that the battles that were won for our freedom should never have to be fought again.



Lord in your mercy



Bring us peace.



O God our Father! O God our Mother! We pray that all countries who deal in weapons, both making them and trading them, may ﬁnd a way to trade in love and poverty-breaking, rather than hatred and debt-building.



Lord in your mercy



Bring us peace.

Music
Quiet instrumental music is played to lead into silence

Silence
There is now a time of silence lasting about 10 minutes

Action
After the silence, if you wish, you are invited to come to the front to light candles in memory of the millions of people who have died as a result of war. The images which the candles surround remind us of how very destructive we can be, and how very dark we can make God’s beautiful world. We light candles to dispel that darkness. Please take a card away as a reminder that, if peace can start in our own hearts and minds even in this small way, it will begin to affect others on the national and international stage

Music
Quiet instrumental music is played while candles are lit 

Song
Lord Jesus Christ



(Songs from Taizé)






OR



Nothing can trouble



(Songs and Prayers from Taizé)

Responses
In our hurt and pain


Let us, with your help, God, bring healing.



In our struggle and chaos



Let us, with your help, God, bring calm and serenity.



In our wars and conflicts



Let us, with your help, God, bring peace and understanding.



In our dying and death



Let us, with your help, God, see life renewed and a new beginning.

Song
God is Love: let heaven adore him 



(Hymns Old and New: New Anglican Edition)


OR



O day of peace



(Laudate)

Blessing
May the God of Love dispel hatred



May the God of Peace bring harmony to places in confusion and conflict.



May the God of Light overwhelm dark things happening in dark places



May the God of Hope inspire peacemakers.



May God bless us as we leave here tonight and may we be aware of God’s ever-loving presence wherever we go



Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.



Let us offer each other a sign of peace
